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Chair:  Hello! My name is Olivia Brenes, and I am excited to be your Head Chair for this 
committee. I am a senior at Laguna Beach High School, and this is my third year in the MUN 
program here.  Feel free to reach out with any questions to my email olivia.brenes@lbusd.org 
Vice chair: Hello! My name is Jeffrey Anderson, and I am pleased to be your Vice Chair for this 
upcoming committee. I am a sophomore, and this is my second year in the MUN program at 
Laguna Beach High School. This program has been such an incredible opportunity for me to 
participate in discourse about not only current events, but also the steps necessary to solve them. 
Outside of school, I enjoy playing volleyball, snowboarding, reading, drawing, and hiking. I look 
forward to hearing your insightful contributions to the debate. If you have any questions, reach 
out at jeffrey.anderson@lbusd.org   
 
Legal: Hello! My name is Riley Belden, and I will be your legal representative for this 
committee. I am a junior at Laguna Beach High School. This is my second year in the LBHS 
MUN program. Model United Nations has introduced me to many great and brilliant people and 
has taught me incredible things about global geopolitical issues. Outside of school, I enjoy 
hanging out with my friends and going to the beach to surf. I am thrilled to meet all of you and 
can’t wait for an amazing committee that is to come. If you have any questions, please don't 
hesitate to email me at riley.belden@lbusd.org. 
 

I.​ Background- Riley Belden 
As of now, more people are trapped in slavery than at any other point in time of human 
history. Human trafficking is the transportation, recruitment, transfer, harbouring, or 
receipt of people by force with the goal of exploiting them for profit. People of all 
different types of backgrounds, such as men, women, and children, can fall victim to 
human trafficking and become stuck in a cycle of modern slavery. The 2021 global 
estimate for modern slavery indicates that there are over 49.5 million people who are 
dealing with the issues of modern slavery. Modern slavery includes forced labor, forced 
marriage, sexual exploitation, etc.  
 
These crimes committed against people of all backgrounds are generally caused by 
poverty, gender inequality, organized crime networks, and even migration pressures.  
Weak law enforcement, displacement, and conflict can create a suitable environment for 
traffickers to run their operations. Natural disasters and climate change create conditions 
where trafficking can occur quickly. Demands for sexual exploitation and cheap labor 
fuel these trafficking rings. Human trafficking can occur anywhere in the world, but it is 
very prevalent for a person to get trafficked from a low-income to a higher-income 
country. Human trafficking has been one of the fastest-growing crimes and generates an 
estimated $150 billion each year. Trafficking is a process that often goes underprosecuted 
and underreported, so perpetrators have little fear of being prosecuted. Criminals who 
participate in human trafficking often exploit shortcomings in enforcement and 
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legalization, as well as weak governance, to carry out illegal activity. Trafficking can 
sometimes occur by the victim being promised a better life with amazing benefits and 
opportunities, or trafficking can occur with straight-up violence that forces the victim into 
modern slavery. When being trafficked, it's extremely difficult to escape the inhumane 
treatment as they can be threatened, beaten, and even blackmailed. Victims find it hard to 
escape from their traffickers, as the trafficker can utilize a range of mechanisms and 
manipulations to attempt to control them.  
 
As of UNODC’s recent research, they have discovered that sexual exploitation and forced 
labor are the most common forms of slavery in the human trafficking ring. Over 38.7% of 
victims are trafficked for sexual exploitation, which can take place in open public streets, 
hotels, brothels, etc, where women and girls face horrendous abuse and violence. Forced 
labor occurs when individuals are compelled to work excessive hours in factories and 
receive minimal, if any, compensation. They are forced to work and provide services 
against their will, under the threat of punishment. Forced labor can impact anyone, as 
traffickers don't discriminate against by race or age. However, people who are usually in 
vulnerable situations often have a higher risk of being forced into labor. Sexual 
exploitation, otherwise known as sex trafficking, affects both genders, but females are 
usually more subject to sex trafficking. It involves a trafficker exploiting an individual 
with fraud, force, or coercion to perform work and commercial sex acts. Victims of 
sexual exploitation are trapped under threats, shaming, assault, etc. Modern slavery can 
affect any type of individual, and it exists in every single region of the earth.  
 
Even with the hundreds of laws prohibiting trafficking and modern slavery, it remains 
one of the most popular crimes that affects millions of victims. Enforcement remains 
inconsistent, largely due to a lack of resources and international cooperation, which 
enables perpetrators to continue the process. Organizations by the United Nations, like 
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), play a major role in 
strengthening systems to combat modern slavery and trafficking, but modern slavery and 
human trafficking continue to expand globally despite legal frameworks, protections, and 
global awareness.   
 

II.​ UN Involment 

The United Nations first addressed slavery through the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(1948), which explicitly prohibited slavery and servitude in Article 4, establishing the 
foundational human rights framework for future anti-trafficking efforts. The International Labour 
Organization strengthened protections through the Forced Labour Convention (1930) and 
Abolition of Forced Labour Convention (1957), establishing international standards against 
forced labor that remain central to modern anti-slavery work. 
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The modern era of comprehensive anti-trafficking action began with the UN Protocol to Prevent, 
Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children (2000), known as 
the Palermo Protocol, which provided the first internationally agreed definition of trafficking and 
established the framework of prevention, protection, and prosecution now adopted by over 170 
countries. The UN General Assembly adopted the Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking 
in Persons (2010), which created the UN Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims and designated July 
30 as World Day Against Trafficking in Persons to raise global awareness and strengthen 
international responses. The integration of anti-trafficking commitments into the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development (2015), particularly through Target 8.7's call to eradicate forced 
labor and modern slavery, elevated trafficking to a comprehensive development challenge 
requiring multi-sectoral solutions. The inclusion of anti-human trafficking commitments in the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in 2015, especially in the context of Target 8.7 to 
eradicate forced labor, including modern slavery, recognized human trafficking as a 
developmental issue requiring a multi-disciplinary approach. 

 
III.​ Positions 

A.​ Western Bloc 
In the United States alone, there are estimated to be over 1.1 million people 
trapped in a cycle of human trafficking. Despite Western countries being 
economically and socially well developed, these countries are still plagued by a 
cycle of trafficking, in common instances of forced labor, and sexual exploitation. 
In the Western Bloc, the most vulnerable demographic of people subject to 
modern slavery is immigrants.  

B.​ Eastern Bloc 
In Countries included in the Eastern Bloc, there are almost 6.4 million people 
living in modern slavery. In these instances, 63% of cases are forced labor, and 
32% are enduring forced marriage or sexual exploitation. The primary causes of 
vulnerabilities in this region are the lasting effects of political conflicts, poverty, 
and gender discrimination. The most vulnerable group of people for modern 
slavery in the Eastern Bloc is disenfranchised people.  

C.​ Latin Bloc 
Human trafficking in various forms of modern slavery is very prevalent in the 
Latin bloc, the most prominent cases being forced drug trafficking and sexual 
exploitation. Hundreds of thousands of victims of human trafficking in Latin 
America are also involved in the large Industries, including sugarcane farming, 
Lumber, and cattle ranching. The significant levels of poverty and inequality in 
Latin America also contribute to this problem. In many Latin American countries, 
high rates of government corruption often lead to these problems going 
undetected and unaddressed. The largest demographic being targeted by this 
problem is women and children in the Latin Bloc.  
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D.​ Pacific Bloc 
In the Pacific walk the main forms of modern slavery and human trafficking are 
forced labor due to the large industries of fishing and agriculture. Nations 
included in the Pacific bloc are particularly vulnerable to these issues due to their 
fragile economies, resulting from their geographical location, poor governance, 
and poverty. Another pillar of modern slavery that the Pacific bloc is greatly 
plagued with is sexual exploitation, especially in tourist destinations. Another big 
contributor to this problem is the lack of government intervention and corruption. 
Many countries in the Pacific bloc lack adequate law enforcement and technology 
to address these problems directly. The Largest Demographic of victims of 
modern slavery in the Pacific block is those living in poverty.  

E.​ Muslim Bloc 
Countries in the Muslim bloc are especially affected by human trafficking and 
forms of modern slavery in instances of sexual exploitation and labor trafficking. 
The largest causes of Modern slavery in the Muslim bloc are Vulnerabilities due 
to political conflict zones, Governance and law enforcement, and gender-based 
violence due to social norms. The largest demographic of victims in the Muslim 
block is refugees, displaced people, and women. Due to longstanding political 
conflicts, countries in the Muslim bloc have a hard time mediating human 
trafficking and conflicts.  

F.​ African Bloc 
Among countries that are featured in the African bloc, there are an estimated 16 
million people who undergo human trafficking and live in modern slavery. These 
countries are especially plagued by the effects of human trafficking due to 
significant socioeconomic, health, and government impacts, including poverty, 
conflict, and political instability due to the lasting effects of colonialism. The 
most vulnerable demographic prone to experiencing modern slavery in this region 
is women and children.  
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IV.​ Questions to consider (Riley) 
1.​ What principles need to be taken in order to strengthen national cooperation 

among countries to instill prosecution of perpetrators, especially on borders that 
face challenges? 

2.​ Riley: How can the government work from the root up to tackle to base of human 
trafficking, such as gender, poverty issues, etc, to reduce exploitation? 

3.​  
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AI Truth and Trust Statement 
 
🤖 Assisted by AI: I used AI to generate roughly 37% of my work in this assignment. 

➤ I used the following service(s): Claude - 1/6/2026 

✏️ I used AI for content creation: Draft, Outline, Rephrase 

💡 I used AI for content understanding: Simplify, Summarize 
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