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Chair: Hi everyone! My name is Jordan Katz, and I'll be your Head Chair. I am a senior, and this 
is my second year in MUN. I am also our program's Outreach coordinator, so I handle our PR 
and social media. Feel free to check out and support our Instagram (@lagunabeachmun) and 
TikTok (lbhsmun). I love MUN’s engaged community and global scope, but outside of the 
program, I use my free time to work out, hang with friends, or run my sustainable clothing 
business! I hope you all enjoy your time at LBIMUN. My email is jordan.katz@lbusd.org if you 
need anything.  

Vice Chair: Hello, my name is Zealan Munsey! I’ll be your Vice Chair; welcome to LBIMUN! 
This is my first year in the LBHS MUN program, and I joined due to my interests in national and 
global politics. If you have any questions about the committee, please feel free to reach out at 
zealan.munsey@lbusd.org! 

Legal: Hello Delegates! I am thrilled to be your legal at LBIMUN. It will be such a great day! 
My name is Zoe Bartels. I am a junior, and this is my first year participating in the MUN 
program at LBHS. I joined because I am passionate about creating positive global change and 
human rights. Please let me know if you need anything: zoe.bartels@lbusd.org 

Committee Email: ecosoclbimun2026@gmail.com 

I.​ Background (Zoe Bartels):  

According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, sports corruption 
undermines trust, integrity, and fair competition in an activity that can bring nations together and 
yield economic benefits. It is essential to distinguish between sports-specific and sports-related 
corruption. Sports-specific corruption refers to distinct forms of corruption in sports, such as 
illegal betting and match-fixing. According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Sports-related 
corruption refers to acts involving the planning, management, and administration of sporting 
events, the governance of sports organizations, and the transfer of athletes, among other areas. 
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Some examples of sports corruption include illegal gambling/sporting betting operations, match 
fixing, doping/illegal enhancement drug usage, financial fraud, bribery of persons and 
institutions (contract fraud), and extortion or threats to staff, officials, and athletes. 

Sports corruption has a harmful impact that can be demonstrated in many ways. For 
example, sports corruption can have economic consequences, including a loss of fan 
engagement, and the withdrawal of sponsors can impact the lives of those dependent on the 
revenue generated by sports. Governing bodies and sports organizations can face damage to their 
legal and reputational status, leading to legal/regulatory strain, a threat to athlete welfare, and a 
loss of future talent. Sports corruption also has social ramifications. Sports can serve as a source 
of cultural identity and pride, and scandals can weaken the unifying factor that sports provide for 
many around the globe.  

According to History.com, sports corruption has been prominent in athletics for a long 
time; bribes and other forms of game manipulation are said to date back to the Ancient 
Olympics. However, with collaboration, global leaders can create solutions to this long-lasting 
global issue. In baseball, the first known “fixed” game occurred in 1865; however, the 1919 trial 
of the Chicago White Sox had a profound impact on the sport. In the 1919 World Series, the 
Chicago White Sox had the expected upper hand against the Cincinnati Reds, as they had a 
strong pitching staff and a lineup of good hitters. The White Sox blew the rest of the series with 
weak hitting and erratic pitching, leaving fans and sportswriters confused. It was not until the 
end of the 1920 season that eight of the Chicago White Sox players were indicted for conspiring 
with underground gambling groups to “fix” the 1919 World Series. Joe Jackson and Eddie 
Cicotte both testified to the jury that they took money for throwing games. The players were 
acquitted but banned for life from baseball (Roos, 2025). In 2015, top FIFA (Fédération 
Internationale de Football Association) officials were revealed to be part of a major corruption 
scandal that allegedly lasted for twenty-four years. In May of 2015, seven FIFA officials were 
arrested in Zurich at the request of the United States and were accused of racketeering, money 
laundering, and wire fraud. Even long-serving president Sean Blatt was accused. Additionally, 
Swiss officials raided the FIFA headquarters to gather documents and data for a separate 
investigation into criminal management and money laundering related to the allocation of the 
2018 and 2022 World Cup bids, according to ESPN. In recent years, Cleveland pitchers 
Emmanuel Clase and Luis Cortez were indicted for throwing certain pitches after allegedly 
accepting bribes from sports bettors. According to PBS in 2025, Clase and Luis were charged 
with conspiracy to commit wire fraud, conspiracy to commit money laundering, and conspiracy 
to influence sporting contests by bribery. The indictment stated that they assisted two gamblers 
in the Dominican Republic in winning at least $460,000 on bets placed on the pitches. According 
to EBSCO, the Russian Olympic team was banned from the 2018 Winter Olympics in South 
Korea. It was revealed by official investigations that Russia was sponsoring state-wide doping 
programs in Russian athletics. These allegations began in December 2014, when a German 
broadcaster aired a documentary that prompted investigations. The World Anti-Doping Agency 
issued its initial report, through the documentary and a consideration of Russian track and field, 
suggesting that there was significant evidence to indicate that Russia was sponsoring a doping 
program. As a result, the International Association of Athletics Federations temporarily 
suspended Russia from all international competitions. The Russian doping system developed a 
blend of banned substances that was given to many Russian athletes at the 2014 Sochi Olympics 
before their urine samples were substituted with clean samples. After further debates and 
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arguments, in December of 2017, Russia was announced to be banned from competing as a 
nation in the 20218 Winter Olympics in South Korea, and Russia’s minister of sport, Vitaly 
Mutko, was banned from the Olympics for life. In 2020, the Court of Arbitration for Sport 
reduced the four-year ban from international competition imposed by the World Anti-Doping 
Agency in 2019 by two years. Russian athletes are still barred from international competitions, 
and Russia is not able to host any international or Europe-wide sporting events (Issitt, 2023).  

 

II.​ UN Action (Jordan Katz): 

The United Nations recognizes that corruption in sport and illegal gambling undermine 
the integrity, social benefits, and economic value of sporting activities worldwide. (UNODC) 
The UN has taken significant action to prevent and combat corruption, including sports 
corruption. In fact, the United Nations Convention against Corruption was the first legally 
binding global anti-corruption framework designed to combat general corruption, including 
corruption in sports, and was adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2003. (UNCAC)  In 2019, 
within UNCAC, Resolution 8/4, or “Safeguarding Sport from Corruption,” was adopted. This 
resolution demands that governments make better efforts to protect sports from corruption, 
including illegal betting, competition manipulation, and other economic crimes, while also 
encouraging information sharing and better practices among law enforcement agencies and 
sports authorities. (UNODC Resolution 8/4) 

Additionally, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime contributes to UN efforts on 
sport integrity through its “Safeguarding Sport from Corruption and Economic Crime 
Programme.” The UNODC defines corruption and financial crime in sport as including fraud, 
money laundering, abuse of authority, and competition manipulation. They also support countries 
in developing legal frameworks that criminalize these things. To support authorities, the UNODC 
issued guidance in 2016, including the Resource Guide on Good Practices in the Investigation of 
Match-Fixing, which provides advice on investigative and reporting techniques. Additionally, 
UNODC works with organizations such as the International Olympic Committee and the 
International Criminal Police Organization to detect and punish cross-border manipulation of 
competition and betting fraud. (UNODC) 

In the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, particularly in Goal 16, the UN has 
targets to reduce corruption and bribery in all their forms, which can and is applied to sports 
corruption and gambling. (UN) Beyond legal and enforcement tools, the UN hosts dialogues and 
knowledge exchanges to raise awareness of corruption risks, especially before major 
international sporting events, such as the Olympics. (UNODC) 

The UN’s fight against corruption in sports and gambling is multifaceted, but not entirely 
effective. The issue is complex, and there remains a need for consistent intergovernmental 
collaboration. Combatting corruption in sports and gambling has been hampered by uneven 
international cooperation and the lack of match-fixing laws in many countries, which criminals 
exploit. The growth of online and offshore betting platforms has also become a major issue, and 
many countries lack the technological capabilities needed to investigate and address it 
effectively. (UNODC Global Report) 
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III.​ Bloc Positions (Zealan Munsey): 

 

A.​ Western: The Western bloc recognizes corruption in sports, and specifically 
gambling, as a key driver in money laundering and other corrosive crimes against 
communities. Nations such as the United States, the United Kingdom, and 
members of the European Union regulate sports betting through national oversight 
bodies and criminalize match-fixing, bribery, and illegal wagering. Many Western 
nations cooperate with international organizations such as INTERPOL and the 
UNODC to investigate transnational gambling rings and money laundering 
through sports. However, the legalization of sports betting in some Western 
countries has raised concerns about regulatory gaps and inconsistencies in 
enforcement across borders. 

 

B.​ Eastern: Eastern and Eurasian nations face significant challenges related to 
match-fixing and underground betting networks, particularly in soccer, basketball, 
and esports. Several governments have acknowledged the role of organized crime 
in manipulating matches for gambling profits. However, some governments, such 
as Russia, have been involved with state-sponsored corruption, such as 
performance-enhancing drugs, both during the Soviet era and recent times; China 
has also had numerous scandals related to doping programs. Some nations, such 
as China, have taken strict stances against illegal gambling, banning most forms 
of sports betting while aggressively monitoring and policing corruption linked to 
international betting syndicates. However, enforcement is not balanced amongst 
the region, and international monitoring systems remain incohesive. 

 

C.​ Latin: Latin countries are disproportionately affected by sports corruption due to 
the popularity of football and the vast presence of organized criminal groups that 
exploit weak regulatory systems. Match-fixing scandals and illegal betting 
markets have been documented across domestic leagues. Governments throughout 
the region have begun strengthening anti-corruption laws and collaborating with 
international partners; however, limited resources, corruption within sports 
federations, and judicial inefficiencies hinder the effective enforcement of these 
laws. 

 

D.​ Pacific: Pacific states are both major betting markets and key locations for 
gambling operations. Some countries regulate sports betting through 
state-controlled systems, while others ban it entirely. The region has been 
repeatedly identified by the UNODC as a hub for transnational gambling 
syndicates that manipulate matches globally through online platforms. 
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Governments have increasingly emphasized digital monitoring, financial tracking, 
and international cooperation to address cross-border corruption related to 
gambling. 

 

E.​ Sub-Saharan Africa: African nations face growing corruption risks in sports due 
to underfunded leagues, limited player protections, and increased exposure to 
international betting markets. Match-fixing has been documented in football and 
athletics, often driven by foreign gambling syndicates targeting vulnerable players 
and officials. Governments and regional organizations have acknowledged the 
issue, but lack sufficient financial and institutional capacity. Many African states 
emphasize the need for international assistance, education programs, and stronger 
global accountability mechanisms. 

 

F.​ Muslim: Most Muslim-majority nations prohibit gambling under domestic law, 
aligning with religious and cultural principles. However, illegal operations still 
operate covertly, often tied to international platforms and offshore operators. 
Sports corruption in these nations typically involves bribery, governance failures, 
or external gambling influence rather than legal domestic betting. Enforcement 
challenges persist due to limited cybercrime capacity and the difficulty of 
regulating online platforms hosted abroad. 

 

 

 

IV.​ Questions to Consider (Zealan Munsey):  
1.​ How can ECOSOC and UN-affiliated agencies strengthen international cooperation to 

combat match-fixing and gambling-related corruption across borders? 
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2.​ What role should national governments play in regulating sports betting without 
unintentionally increasing corruption risks? 

3.​ How can online and offshore gambling platforms be effectively monitored when they 
operate beyond national jurisdictions? 

4.​ What safeguards can be implemented to protect athletes, referees, and officials from 
coercion or financial exploitation by gambling syndicates? 

5.​ What economic or educational initiatives could reduce the vulnerability of lower-income 
leagues and athletes to corruption? 

6.​ How should the UN balance respect for national sovereignty with the need for global 
standards in sports governance and anti-corruption enforcement? 

7.​ How can financial transparency and accountability within international sports 
organizations be improved without undermining their independence? 
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