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Chair: Hello delegates! My name is Anya, and I am your head chair for this committee. I am 17 
years old and a senior at Laguna Beach High School, and this is my second year in MUN. I have 
made so many amazing memories from MUN so far, especially through the travel conference, 
but my favorite part is meeting new people! Outside of school, I love going to the beach, hanging 
out with friends and family, and trying new food. I am super excited to meet all of you and can’t 
wait to have a great committee! If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 
anya.gerber@lbusd.org!  

Vice Chair: Hello Delegates! My name is Delilah Spinello, and I am honored to serve as your 
Vice Chair. I am currently 17 years old and a Senior at Laguna Beach High School. This is my 
third year participating in Model United Nations and my second time as vice chair at LBIMUN. I 
joined MUN to improve my public speaking and debating skills, and it has been a superior 
journey. I have gained valuable insights into global issues and developed a passion for diplomacy 
and international relations. Outside of school, I’m a part of many clubs and work with a 
nonprofit organization, Hands & Voices. I look forward to working with all of you and seeing the 
innovative solutions we can create together. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out. I look forward to LBIMUN 2026! 

Legal: Hello and welcome to LBIMUN! My name is Ina Yuan, and I will be your Legal for this 
committee. I am a freshman at Laguna Beach High School, and this is my first year in MUN at 
LBHS. MUN has inspired my interest in global issues, problem-solving, and international 
relations, which I have truly loved it so far. Outside of school, I am a ballerina and enjoy 
spending time with my family and friends.I really look forward to meeting you all and working 
together to come up with inspiring solutions! If you need any further information regarding the 
conference, feel free to contact me at yihan.yuan@lbusd.org! 
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Access to Clean Drinking Water: Diseases and Sanitation 

 

I.​ Background 

Having access to clean drinking water means having water that is easily 

accessible, free from contamination, and accessible when needed. Although it is vital for 

everyone to have access to clean water and good hygiene habits to stay healthy, there are 

still over 2 billion people in the world who simply do not have clean water to drink. This 

can lead to serious effects and even life-threatening diseases like cholera and typhoid, 

especially dangerous to infants and children. Everyone should have the right to water and 

sanitation. 

Several factors play into the inability to access these vital resources. Sharp 

geographic, sociocultural, and economic inequalities persist. Not only in rural areas is 

this a problem, but also in low-income towns and cities, where people usually have 

limited access to improved sources of drinking water compared to other residents because 

underfunded water systems, high utility costs, and aging infrastructure often prevent safe 

water from reaching households. In many cases, families cannot afford filtration systems 

or bottled water, increasing their exposure to contaminated supplies. Contaminated water 

is often linked to the transmission of disease, caused by the natural presence of chemicals 

in groundwater, like arsenic, flourdie, and lead. Access to clean drinking water is closely 

tied to sanitation and hygiene systems, often referred to collectively as WASH (Water, 

Sanitation, and Hygiene). Even when drinking water sources exist, the absence of proper 

sanitation infrastructure, such as toilets, sewage treatment, and waste management, can 

quickly contaminate water supplies. In many regions, untreated human waste enters 

rivers, lakes, and groundwater, significantly increasing the spread of waterborne diseases. 

In rural areas specifically, people often have to share water sources with animals and 

gather water from streams contaminated with animal waste. Simple hygiene practices like 

handwashing with soap can reduce infection rates, yet these practices remain inaccessible 

without a reliable and clean water source. 
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The health consequences of unsafe water extend beyond short-term illness. 

Repeated exposure to contaminated water can lead to chronic diarrhea, parasitic 

infections, and long-term malnutrition, particularly in children. It is estimated that about 

1 million people every year die from inadequate drinking water, largely linked to 

diarrhoeal disease (WHO). In many parts of the world, particularly Sub-Saharan Africa 

and South Asia, insects that live or breed in water also carry and transmit diseases that 

contribute to this issue. These conditions weaken immune systems, stunt physical and 

cognitive development, and increase vulnerability to other diseases. Water-related 

illnesses are a leading cause of preventable death amongst young children, underscoring 

the critical link between clean water access and child survival (WHO).  

Climate change is further intensifying global water insecurity. Rising 

temperatures, prolonged droughts, and extreme flooding events strain water supply 

systems, increasing the likelihood of contamination. Flooding can overwhelm sanitation 

infrastructure, while drought reduces the availability of safe freshwater sources. As 

populations grow and climate pressures increase, ensuring sustainable and resilient water 

systems becomes increasingly urgent. 

The unavailability of clean drinking water also has grave economic and social 

effects. Women in rural areas and tribal societies especially, often don’t have access to an 

education or career opportunities simply because they have to gather water so often. 

When water becomes more accessible, people spend less time and effort collecting it, 

allowing for increased productivity. This can also result in greater personal safety, 

reducing the need to travel long or dangerous distances to get the resources, while also 

making people less prone to illness and disease.  

To achieve universal safety and managed services, there needs to be considerable 

efforts in planning and funding. With climate change, increasing water scarcity, 

population growth, and demographic shifts, significant challenges are already being 

posed to water supply systems. However, some efforts have already been made to combat 

the issue. For example, the re-use of wastewater has become an important strategy. This 

strategy involves collecting municipal or industrial wastewater, treating it to remove 

contaminants, and safely reusing it for beneficial purposes instead of discharging it back 
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into the environment. If done appropriately, the safe use of wastewater and sludge can 

yield numerous benefits for food production, water resilience, and addressing nutrient 

scarcity. In Food and Agriculture Organization data and global case studies, treated 

municipal wastewater is increasingly used for irrigation of food and energy crops, helping 

reduce pressure on freshwater sources and supporting food production, especially in 

water-scarce regions (MDPI). These sources for water must continue to evolve in 

response to advancements in technology and changing community needs.  

 

II.​ UN Involvement 

The World Health Organization (WHO) is part of the United Nations and works to 

protect people's health worldwide. One of its primary goals is to reduce diseases that are spread 

through dirty water and poor sanitation. These include illnesses like cholera, typhoid, and severe 

diarrhea, which can be especially dangerous for children.  

The WHO develops guidelines for safe drinking water that inform countries on minimum 

water-quality standards for human consumption. These rules help governments improve water 

treatment plants and prevent bacteria and chemicals from getting into water supplies. WHO also 

administers herpes tests that test water quality for herpes and teaches communities how to keep 

their water safe. (World Health Organization, 2023). When a waterborne disease outbreak occurs, 

the WHO sends doctors, medicine, and supplies to help control it. They also work with the 

government to improve toilets, sewage systems, and waste management, so that wastewater does 

not contaminate drinking water. By studying diseases, responding to emergencies, and teaching 

people how to stay clean and healthy, the WHO plays a significant role in ensuring everyone has 

access to safer, better sanitation. (World Health Organization, 2023) 

The World Health Organization (WHO) assists nations in developing long-term plans to 

strengthen sanitation and water infrastructure. Rather than only responding during emergencies, 

the WHO works with governments to help shape laws and regulations that protect drinking water 

from pollution, such as national drinking-water quality standards and wastewater discharge rules. 

For example, WHO guidance has informed drinking-water regulations in countries like India and 

Kenya, which set limits on contaminants and require proper treatment of sewage before it is 
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released into the environment. The WHO also helps governments decide where to build sewage 

systems, treatment plants, and water pipelines so contaminated water does not mix with clean 

water supplies. In addition, the organization trains engineers and public-health professionals to 

manage these systems safely. This ensures access to clean water every day, rather than relying on 

temporary fixes such as emergency bottled water, chlorine tablets, or short-term water trucking 

during disease outbreaks (World Health Organization, 2023). 

Teaching people how to protect their health through clean water and proper hygiene is 

another key role of the World Health Organization (WHO). The WHO leads public health 

campaigns such as SAVE LIVES: Clean Your Hands, which promotes proper handwashing with 

soap to reduce the spread of disease, especially in hospitals and schools. Through its WASH 

(Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene) programs, the WHO provides information on how diseases 

spread through contaminated water, including guidance on safe water storage, handwashing at 

critical times, toilet cleanliness, and waste disposal. These resources help families, healthcare 

facilities, and schools understand how poor sanitation can lead to illnesses like cholera and 

diarrhea, and how simple hygiene practices can prevent outbreaks (World Health Organization, 

2023). 

WHO works to prevent illnesses before they begin by educating the public. Along with 

strengthening communities, this helps keep kids healthy. 

 

III.​ Positions:  

A.​ Western: The Western countries have generally seen access to clean drinking 

water as a basic human right, and have adequate clean drinking water 

infrastructure. In the United States, the utilities that provide public water systems 

are required to meet the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) water standards, 

which treat water to remove harmful substances and chemicals. The recast 

Drinking Water Directive (DWD) is the EU’s cornerstone for drinking water. The 

DWD launched the EU-wide public consultation on the quality of drinking water 
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in line with the new European Pillar of Social Rights, and will better protect 

human health by updating the drinking water standard, addressing pollutants like 

endocrine disruptors and microplastics, making sure to provide cleaner tap water 

for everyone. 

B.​ Muslim: The Muslim countries believe that water is a blessing from Allah that 

they often take for granted, and emphasize it’s a basic human right and 

responsibility. The Muslim countries strongly believe that every single time the 

clean water they donate saves someone’s life. However, water scarcity is a 

significant issue in the Middle East due to its arid climate and high population 

growth. Many countries in the region implemented water conservation measures, 

such as promoting the use of water-efficient technologies and reducing water 

losses in distribution systems. 

C.​ Latin: The Latin American countries prioritize instant solutions and water 

management due to the region’s abundant water resources, but a lack of 

infrastructure. In Latin America and the Caribbean, 25% of the population lacks 

access to drinking water, while 66% have no access to safe sanitation 

services(ECLAC, 31 Mar 2023). The Regional Water Agenda provides a call to 

action for SDG6 and achieving a sustainable and inclusive water transition. Latin 

America and the Caribbean is expected to deliver on SDG target 6. 6. a by 2030, 

targets 6.4, 6.6, and 6.b are significantly off course from being achieved on time. 

D.​ Eastern: Eastern countries prioritize expanding clean water infrastructure and 

sanitation systems to reduce waterborne diseases and meet development goals. In 

India, national sanitation campaigns have significantly increased access to toilets 
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and improved rural drinking water systems (WHO/UNICEF JMP). China has 

invested heavily in rural water safety and pollution control programs to improve 

public health (World Bank). As a bloc, many Eastern nations support achieving 

the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 6 (SDG 6), focusing on 

universal access to safe, affordable drinking water by 2030. However, rapid 

industrialization and urban growth continue to challenge water quality 

management in parts of the region. 

E.​ Pacific: Pacific Island countries face serious challenges due to climate change, 

sea-level rise, and limited freshwater availability. For example, Papua New 

Guinea has a large rural population without access to safely managed drinking 

water services (WHO Western Pacific Region). Fiji has implemented national 

water authority reforms to strengthen service delivery and sanitation access 

(UNICEF Pacific). As a bloc, Pacific nations emphasize climate-resilient water 

systems and regional cooperation to prevent diseases such as diarrhea and cholera. 

Supported by the World Health Organization and UNICEF, the region calls for 

increased funding and infrastructure to meet SDG 6 targets. 

F.​ African: African countries experience some of the highest rates of inadequate 

access to safe drinking water and sanitation. In Kenya, government and 

international partnerships have expanded boreholes and rural water systems to 

reduce waterborne diseases (World Bank). Nigeria continues to face major 

sanitation gaps, contributing to outbreaks of cholera and other preventable 

diseases (WHO/UNICEF JMP). As a bloc, the African Union recognizes water 

access as essential for public health, economic growth, and stability, as outlined in 
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the Africa Water Vision 2025. Climate change, drought, and infrastructure 

limitations remain significant barriers, leading the bloc to advocate for stronger 

international cooperation and SDG 6 implementation. 

 

 

IV.​ Questions to consider: 

1.​ What is your country’s stance on its drinking water quality? 

2.​ What are your country’s previously proposed solutions? 

3.​ What are some main causes that led to the polluted water? 

4.​ What NGOs might help and work with the solution you proposed? 

5.​ What role should the government, international organizations, etc., play in 

the process? 

6.​ What can be used to stop people from drinking contaminated water? 
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7.​ How and where will a solution be implemented, founded, and recognized? 

8.​ What are some specific solutions for certain regions with bad water 

quality and sources? 
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AI Truth and Trust Statement 
 
🤖 Assisted by AI: I used AI to generate roughly 18% of my work in this assignment. 

➤ I used the following service(s): ChatGPT - 1/6/2026 

💡 I used AI for content understanding: Summarize 

🔍 I used AI for research assistance: Research, Ask AI to make connections 
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