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Head Chair: Hello, Delegates! My name is Nikki Cohen, and I am a senior at LBHS. This is my
third year, and I am so glad for all of the opportunities MUN has given me. MUN has given me a
chance to step out of my shell by incorporating public speaking and learning important topics of
the world. MUN has given me so much confidence and knowledge. Apart from MUN, I am a
cheerleader and love the summertime. I can't wait to see everyone on the committee! Feel free to
ask me any questions at nicolette.cohen@lbusd.org

Vice Chair: Hello, Delegates! My name is Maia Miller; I am a junior at LBHS, and this is my
second year in the MUN program. Being in MUN has given me numerous opportunities to make
friends, learn more about our world, and gain a deeper understanding of its current conflicts. Not
only has MUN taught me more about the world, but it has also equipped me with several
valuable skills, including public speaking and debating. However, besides MUN, I play
volleyball, and I am part of the surf team here at LBHS. I also enjoy fashion, traveling, and
seeing new places and meeting new people. I’'m looking forward to helping chair your committee
and learn about all the different ideas and solutions you have come up with. If you have any
questions, please don't hesitate to contact me at maia.miller@]lbusd.org.

Legal: Hi Delegates! My name is Lisette Zingale, I am a sophomore at LBHS, and this is my
first year in the LBHS MUN program. I will be serving as your legal for LBIMUN 2026! In my
first year, I have learned a great deal about current events and look forward to learning more. |
play soccer and run, so I love spending time outdoors at places like the beach and the mountains.
In my free time, I enjoy reading, playing the guitar, and spending time with friends and family. I
am thrilled to meet all of you at this conference and hear your ideas and proposed solutions. I
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hope you all have an amazing time! If you have any questions about the committee, feel free to

contact me at lisette.zingale@lbusd.org

Access to Education in Conflict Zones

I.  Background: In order for an individual to grow and learn, education is the baseline for a
successful life. Educational institutions, students, and personnel have increasingly been
subjected to attacks at an alarming rate globally, harming students' rights to education and
undermining teachers' ability to deliver it effectively. The attacks are driven by armed
conflicts and tend to become complex and long-lasting. Beyond the limitations of a
steady education, conflict zones create sources of poverty, inequality, and economic
stagnation. Children and education systems become very vulnerable and susceptible to
violent conflict, creating limited access to education. The Global Monitoring Report
presents real evidence and analysis of armed conflicts, making it substantially harder to
advance “Education for All”. The analysis reports how violence disrupts every level of
education systems, from childhood learning to higher education and adult literacy. In
conflict area countries, schools have been destroyed, taken over by armed forces, or
deliberately targeted, creating an unsafe or non-existent environment for children. Once
war conflicts are created in countries, teachers become displaced, killed, learning
schedules become mixed up, and the consistency of learning becomes insubstantial.
Children living near or in conflict-affected areas are among the most vulnerable
populations. UNESCO and UNICEF have reported that most children out of school are
in conflict-affected areas. Displacement continues this issue as refugee and internally
displaced children face no documents or permission to enroll in school, linguistic
barriers, or financial problems with affording an education. Girls have a higher risk of
accessing an education due to strict country policies of gender based violence, systemic
barriers, early marriages, and cultural barriers intensified by new conflicts. Beyond
access to education, children in conflict-impacted zones are stripped of normalcy and
psychological support, and lack protection against the entrapment of child labor, sexual
abuse, exploitation, and recruitment into armed groups. The absence of education creates
vulnerability for children and women due to a lack of knowledge, weakening long-term
peace-building efforts, economic recovery, and strengthening the likelihood of continued
forms of abuse and violence. Sustainable Development Goal 4 has fought to lessen these
problems by making quality, safe, inclusive education a priority for the international
community.

I. UN Involvement

Lack of access to education has become one of the most critical issues worldwide
and has been a primary focus of the UN. This is demonstrated by Sustainable
Development Goal 4, which aims to give equal access to education for all and encourage
lifelong learning opportunities. This SDG emphasizes the importance of education and


mailto:lisette.zingale@lbusd.org

I1.

LBIMUN 2026 | UNESCO

the widespread lack of access to it worldwide, particularly in underdeveloped nations and
conflict zones. As the primary UN body for this goal, they have played a pivotal role in
raising funds and developing solutions to help achieve this goal.

To help address the education crisis, specifically in Sudan, UNICEF has
established 850 makanna centres, safe spaces where children can learn, seek support
related to recent conflicts, and explore future educational opportunities. These spaces
have encouraged more than 2.4 million children to return to school in this region, helping
address the education crisis. Furthermore, UNICEF has attempted to use a holistic
approach to combating the issue by creating services that not only educate children but
also provide them with clean water, nutritious food, and protection. This solution has
allowed around 250,000 children to continue studying while in a struggling,
conflict-ridden country. The UN body UNESCO has also played a significant role in
protecting access to education in Sudan throughout the conflict by creating a Transitional
Educational Plan to prevent the education system from completely collapsing. This plan
prioritizes protecting the nation's culture, heritage, and education and has already
partnered with several organizations to implement it. Moreover, 400 million dollars in
funding is going towards this movement and will bring millions of children back into
educational environments.

Furthermore, the conflict in Gaza has led to the destruction of 95% of schools and
educational spaces in the area. In response to this tragedy, the UNRWA, or the UN
Palestinian refugee agency, has created temporary spaces that have given 68,000 children
access to education and psychological support. In support of this cause, UNICEF has also
taken it upon itself to recycle materials to create makeshift tables and chairs for the
children to work at. In addition, 300,000 Palestinian children who the conflict has deeply
impacted were provided with digital tools to help them continue their literacy and
numeracy studies.

Meanwhile, the country of Ukraine has significantly struggled in maintaining a
stable educational system due to the constant power outages preventing consistent online
learning, Russian authorities banning the teaching of the Ukrainian language, and the
closing of many schools on the frontlines. Therefore, UNICEF has opened 150 learning
centres in areas on the front lines that offer Ukrainian-language classes and other
fundamental skills twice a week. Also, schools within bomb shelters have been opened to
help those in highly affected areas maintain an education. Within these educational
spaces all around Ukraine, the UN has built shelters for the students and staff to ensure
their safety in the face of war. Currently, their goal is to help 500,000 children across the
country receive a proper education in a safe environment.

Positions
A. Western: The Western bloc has already taken significant steps to combat access
to education in conflict zones. This bloc has demonstrated its involvement
through international collaboration and the establishment of global initiatives that
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ensure the proper protection of education. As of December 4th, 2025, the
European Union (EU) has partnered with UNESCO to launch educational support
initiatives in Afghanistan and Haiti, contributing about 7.7 million euros to the
project (UNESCO, 2026). The United States (US) has also taken recent action by
endorsing the Safe Schools Declaration (Human Rights Watch, 2025). Signing
this declaration encouraged other allied countries, such as Japan, the Philippines,
and South Korea, to join, thereby establishing international leadership.

. Eastern: The Eastern bloc has diverse opinions on combating access to education
during wartime, particularly in the context of the Russia-Ukraine conflict. Russia
has not respected the international laws that obligate occupying powers to respect
children's identity and education through enforcing a military-run patriotic
curriculum in Ukrainian schools, banning the Ukrainian language (UN News,
2025). On the other hand, parts of the Eastern bloc, such as China, have expressed
support for the cause. The Chinese government has raised $2.7 million towards
supporting centers in conflict zones in Gaza (UNICEF, 2025). The Republic of
China has also worked closely with the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
(UNRWA) in support of education for Palestinian refugees in the east.

. Latin: Many countries in the Latin bloc have emphasized the value of education
and advocated for international rights to protect it in times of crisis. Panama,
Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Peru, Chile, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Ecuador,
Honduras, Paraguay, Uruguay, and El Salvador have all endorsed the Safe
Schools Declaration at a workshop organized by the Global Coalition to Protect
Education from Attack (GCPEA News, 2017). In 2016, Colombia took global
action in advocating for children's education by agreeing to reintegrate children
into society after the conflict with the communist political group, the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC). The actions taken included
receiving an endorsement from the UN, indicating approval of a post-conflict
initiative (UN News, 2016)

. Pacific: The Pacific bloc comprises many Southeast Asian countries that have
contributed innovative ideas to improve educational access in conflict zones. This
bloc has implemented the UNESCO Bangkok organization in Thailand that
targets immigrant children who have arrived in Thailand due to nearby conflict
zones. This project is run through the “Learning Coin” initiative (UNESCO,
2022). India has strongly advocated for children's rights and has worked with the
UN to strengthen child protection in schools (UN India, 2022).

. Muslim: Nations in the Muslim bloc have strong roots and a strong belief in the
Qur’an. Many of them look to it for guidance and have found that Allah requires
both men and women to seek knowledge. This biblical command has led many
countries in this area to support educational access at all costs (GIWPS, 2022).
These countries have collaborated with the Muslim Aid organization to provide
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education during emergencies. Nations such as Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine,
Qatar, Somalia, Sudan, Tunisia, and Yemen have supported the Safe Schools
Declaration.

F. African: The African continent has suffered a loss of schooling due to ongoing
conflicts. UNICEF has called on many nations to support the Safe Schools
Declaration, as at least 14,000 schools in Africa have closed due to conflict,
leaving over 2.8 million children out of education (UNICEF, 2024). As a result of
this request, 33 African states have currently endorsed the declaration. In August
2025, the African Union (AU) and the Peace and Security Council (PSC)
collaborated to develop solutions aligned with the Continental Education Strategy
for Africa (CESA).
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I11. uestions to Consider
1. What problems stop children from going to school in conflict zones?
2. How can education continue if children cannot safely attend school buildings?
3. How does a lack of education affect a society?
4. How can we ensure that any funding for these causes is used ethically to improve the

education system?
5. What kind of infrastructure is most valuable to your nation’s policies and laws to support
the best version of education?
6. Is mobile or in-person education better for your country and its society?
7. How will you overcome the barriers posed by strict cultural and legal norms against
education?
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