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Chair: Welcome, Delegates! My name is Bence White, and I am a Junior. This is my third year 
in MUN at LBHS. I am thrilled to be your Head Chair for this committee! This will be my first 
time as a head chair, and I am very excited to see your well-thought-out solutions and the ideas 
that will emerge from this committee. I initially enrolled in MUN because my peers encouraged 
me to do so. However, I now truly value the speaking and argumentative skills that MUN has 
taught me, as well as the memories I have made with my school at various conferences. I look 
forward to the NYC travel conference, which will, of course, humble many of us with the 
staggering number of delegates. In my leisure time, I enjoy playing water polo, going to the gym, 
and traveling, especially in Europe. This will once again be one of many great conferences at 
LBIMUN! I am excited to meet all of you. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me at levente.white@lbusd.org  ! 

 

Vice Chair: Hello Delegates! I'm Mason Gruba, I'm a sophomore, and this is my second year in 
MUN at LBHS. I'm going to be your Vice Chair for this committee, and I look forward to seeing 
the solutions you all come up with. I enjoy MUN for many reasons, but I look forward to travel 
conferences and meeting new people the most. When I’m not at school, I enjoy playing water 
polo, going to the beach, traveling the world, and spending time with my friends and family. I’m 
eager to see your success and look forward to meeting you all. I wish you all the best of luck at 
LBIMUN this year, and feel free to reach out with any questions to mason.gruba@lbusd.org . 
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Legal: Hello Delegates, I am Cameron Hennessy, a sophomore at Laguna Beach High School. 
This is my first year in MUN, and I will be your legal for this committee. I hope you guys enjoy 
LBIMUN here on this awesome campus. I am excited to see your guys' work and collaboration. I 
joined MUN because of my sister. I saw how invested she was and the amount of fun she was 
having while solving real-world situations with peers. I decided to join, and I love every moment 
of it. My favorite part is the traveling committees, where I can meet new people, have interesting 
experiences, and gain new information. I have also gained the skill of public speaking and 
argumentative tactics. I enjoy playing baseball for my high school, hanging out with my friends, 
and traveling with my family. This is my first LBIMUN, and I am beyond excited to spend it 
with you guys. If you have any questions, let me know Cameron.Hennessy@lbusd.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Militarization of Space 

 

I.​ Background: For much of the early space age, outer space was viewed primarily as a 
realm for scientific discovery and international prestige rather than for direct military 
confrontation. Early satellite launches focused on communication, weather monitoring, 
and exploration, with space often described as a shared environment meant to benefit all 
of humanity. This principle is reflected in the 1967 Treaty of Principles governing the  
Activities of States  which establishes that exploration shall be carried out ot benefit and 
in the interest  of all countries(United Nations, treaty on principles). Over time, however, 
technological development and geopolitical competition shifted how states viewed space. 
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As reliance on satellites increased, space became closely linked to national security 
interests. 

Today, space-based systems are essential to both civilian life and military operations. 
Satellites support navigation systems, global communications, weather forecasting, 
disaster response, and financial infrastructure. Militaries rely on space assets for 
intelligence collection, surveillance, reconnaissance, secure communications, and missile 
warning systems. 

 Because these systems are deeply integrated into daily life and defense operations, states 
increasingly view satellites as critical infrastructure that must be protected. This reliance 
has made space a strategic domain rather than a neutral environment. The militarization 
of space refers to the use of space technologies for military support purposes. This 
includes observation satellites, navigation systems, and communication networks used by 
armed forces. Militarization is distinct from weaponization, which involves placing 
weapons in orbit or using space-based systems to cause physical harm. While the Outer 
Space Treaty of 1967 bans nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction in 
space, it does not prohibit all military activity. As a result, military use of space has 
expanded within a legal gray area, leading to differing interpretations among states. 
Concerns surrounding space militarization intensified during the Cold War. The United 
States and the Soviet Union relied heavily on satellites for intelligence gathering and 
early warning systems, creating competition but also restraint due to the fear of 
escalation. Although large-scale conflict in space was avoided, the development of 
military space capabilities continued. In the decades since, additional countries have 
gained access to advanced space technologies, increasing the number of actors with 
security interests in orbit. 

 One of the most serious issues connected to space militarization is the development of 
anti-satellite weapons. Several states have demonstrated the ability to disable or destroy 
satellites using kinetic interceptors, electronic jamming, cyber operations, or 
directed-energy systems. Kinetic anti-satellite tests are especially concerning because 
they generate large amounts of orbital debris. These debris fragments can remain in orbit 
for years and travel at extremely high speeds, posing a threat to both military and civilian 
satellites.(NASA ARES). Even a minor collision can cause severe damage, increasing the 
risk of additional debris. Technological advancements have also made space security 
more complex. Many space systems are dual-use, meaning they serve both civilian and 
military purposes. Satellites designed for repair, refueling, or debris removal may also be 
capable of interfering with other satellites. This dual-use nature makes it difficult to 
determine intent, raising concerns about transparency and trust. States may view certain 
activities as defensive while others interpret them as potential threats, increasing the risk 
of miscalculation.In recent years, geopolitical competition has further shaped space 
policy. Several major powers have established military space commands and publicly 
recognized space as a strategic domain alongside land, sea, air, and cyberspace. At the 
same time, private companies and emerging space nations are launching thousands of 
new satellites. This rapid expansion has led to congestion in Earth’s orbit and increased 
challenges related to regulation, accountability, and sustainability.Despite these tensions, 
outer space remains a shared global environment. Actions taken by one state can have 
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consequences for all others, regardless of their level of involvement in space activities. A 
conflict in space would likely disrupt essential global services, including communication, 
navigation, and weather monitoring, affecting civilians worldwide. This 
interconnectedness highlights the importance of cooperation and restraint 

.As space becomes increasingly central to global security, existing legal frameworks 
struggle to address the modern technologies and behaviors associated with it. Managing 
military activity in space without escalating conflict or creating irreversible damage 
remains a major challenge for the international community. The issue of space 
militarization, therefore, raises critical questions about security, governance, and the 
long-term sustainability of outer space. Delegates have the opportunity to move 
discussions beyond abstract concerns and toward practical action. Within UNODA, this 
includes considering how transparency measures, norms of responsible behavior, and 
confidence-building mechanisms might reduce the risk of conflict without requiring 
complete disarmament. Delegates may also examine how emerging technologies 
challenge existing frameworks and whether updated approaches are necessary. By 
balancing national interests with collective responsibility, delegates can contribute to 
realistic proposals that promote stability, cooperation, and the long-term sustainability of 
outer space. 

 

II.​ UN Involvement: Given that space militarization has been a prominent topic worldwide, 
the UN has been involved in implementing guidelines and regulations to ensure that no 
single country holds a monopoly on space. More specifically, the UNODA has taken 
steps to create a safer environment for space exploration. Many politicians and scientists 
have referred to space as the “final frontier,” and the UNODA is largely responsible for 
creating a peaceful and diplomatic system of governance for space.   

     To foster international conversations regarding an arms race in space, the UNODA 
hosts Open-ended working groups regarding PAROS (Prevention of Arms Race in Outer 
Space). These groups have addressed and found possible solutions to end all attempts of 
armed systems in space. In fact, in one of these working groups, Chinese and Russian 
representatives drafted the following resolutions involving PAROS: “The most important 
thing to do at present is to reach a consensus in the form of legal commitment and legal 
instrument on the prevention of the weaponization of and an arms race in outer space.” 
The Russian Federation and China hold the second and third-largest numbers of satellites, 
with a total of around 2,500. Agreements between nations with great satellite power, such 
as this, show the progress UNODA has made through PAROS.  

     The UN’s most notable action towards a safer expansion of space came through the 
Outer Space Treaty of 1967. Over 100 countries participated in the creation of this treaty, 
with 71 original signatories (UNTC, 1967). However, over 110 parties recognize this 
document as a common guideline today. In addition, all the global powers with 
significant holdings in space, including the US, the UK, China, and the Russian 
Federation, have remained signatories for over 50 years. It’s worth noting that many new 
private space-based industries are left out of the agreement, and therefore, reforms or 
additions can be expected.The UN Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) outlines 
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several key points of the Outer Space Treaty, including the notion that the exploration of 
space is a right for all humanity to express and should be carried out for the general 
interest and benefit of the entire world. UNOOSA also underlines sections regarding 
advanced weapon technology. For example, they value the principle that all “States shall 
not place nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass destruction in orbit or on celestial 
bodies or station them in outer space in any other manner,”(UNOOSA, 1966). With a 
possible threat of war in space, the UN has stood in firm defiance of any inhumane 
weapons exiting our atmosphere. In the case of space objects already in orbit that have 
caused harm or violate the Outer Space Treaty, it is the owner's responsibility to remove 
the problematic objects from orbit. This remains a prominent challenge today, with over 
525,000 small debris in Earth’s orbit. That debris moves extremely fast and is capable of 
causing large-scale effects, so a cleaner space is a safer space.  

     In partnership with the Outer Space Treaty of 1967, the Convention on Registration of 
Objects Launched into Outer Space (1976) has significantly increased the transparency of 
space activities. This convention requires any state that wishes to launch a space object to 
first undergo a registration process and notify the Secretary-General before 
launch.(“Convention on on Registrrion  of Objects launched into Outer Space”). This not 
only increases the transparency of all parties but also ensures that states are held 
accountable for their decisions. In addition, the convention prevents the launch of any 
harmful satellites or weapons into space, making it a safer place for all of humanity.  

     From the beginning of the space age to modern space advancements, the UN has 
ensured that all states are regulated regarding satellite capabilities and held responsible 
for the removal of their harmful space objects. By doing so, the UN can create a safe 
space environment for all of humanity to explore and discover.  

III.​ Bloc Positions: 
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 Eastern Bloc: Countries like Russia and China in the East are pushing for the UN to 
make a total ban on weaponry in space, not just Weapons of mass destruction. (WMDs.) 
Russia has a complex situation, as it pushes for peace and no weaponization in space; 
however, many countries believe Russia is trying to plant Anti-Satellite (ASAT) weapons 
with nuclear capabilities. At the UN, their stance appears peaceful, as evidenced by their 
collaboration with organizations such as PAROS to promote peace in space. However, 
states argue that their military actions contradict this, citing developments such as 
ASATS or non-satellite weapons that undermine their position. They view the West as a 
threat and are establishing platforms like Starlink.  

Western Bloc: The Western bloc, including the United States and NATO, is 
pro-militarization and views space as a ground for defense. However, they support the 
responsible use of weapons, and NATO cooperates with any coalition. They claim to 
work with coalitions that support operations and defense. NATO and the US claim not to 
want weapons of destruction in space, but for defense and communication against threats. 
They strive for transparency across all nations. The European bloc, with the EU nations, 
all peacefully agree on the formal use of outer space, which aligns with the PAROS 
agreements, as they strongly promote the prevention of an arms race and space; however, 
they do not wish for a complete ban on weapons, as they hope for transparency and safe 
use.  

Latin Bloc: Most Latin nations fully support the PAROS agreement and believe space 
should be used for development, not conflict. Delegates have strongly emphasized that 
space should not be militarized and should be transparent. Many nations are part of 
COPUOS, also known as the UN Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, which 
promotes international cooperation in the peaceful use of outer space. The nations also 
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remain a strong promoter of the Outer Space Treaty of 1967, which bans the placement of 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Muslim Bloc: Much of this bloc, such as countries like Iran and Pakistan, promotes space 
as a peaceful purpose supporting multiple UN agreements. They are also in a treaty to 
prevent the arms race and space. Many Islamic countries also support the ban on all 
weapons in space, not just weapons of destruction. Among this bloc, there are a few that 
stand out, such as Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Qatar, and Iran, which are creating Earth 
observation systems and satellites to strengthen their defense capabilities. Countries like 
Pakistan and Iran have also begun to explore the capabilities of ASATs in order 

Sub-Saharan Africa Bloc: With limited resources and a relatively undeveloped presence 
regarding space militarization, the sub-saharan African nations have little to benefit from 
space militarization, and a lot to lose. Therefore, many states in this region call for free 
and protected access to space, as well as a general de-arming of armored satellites 
(UNIDIR, 2023). As of 2026, 14 total African nations have satellite systems in orbit, with 
a total of about 54 satellites in total, which shows the unproportional nature of satellite 
distribution as the U.S alone has several thousand satellites (Spacehubs Africa, 2026).  

 
Pacific Bloc: The pacific nations find themselves in an interesting and complex situation 
regarding the future of space and its protection. As this bloc consists mostly of smaller 
island nations, these governments find value in creating alliances and joining multilateral 
agreements to ensure guidelines are set to prevent advanced weaponry from being 
installed in the atmosphere (APLN, 2020). Most pacific bloc parties would agree to 
respect space as a domain for exploration and expansion, while permitting safeguards to 
be set in place provided they abide by internationally agreed regulations.  

 

IV.​ Questions to Consider: (The person who holds the block positions must also answer 
these, just like the 5-8 in-depth questions.)   

1.​ How can the UN collaborate with countries that hold differing views on how 
space territories should be defined, to ensure a safe and transparent exploration 
environment?  

2.​ How can countries from different blocs focus on strategies to create a peaceful, 
transparent environment? 

3.​ How can the UN use coalitions such as PAROS, UNOOSA, and COPUOS to 
bring nations together under legally binding agreements? 

4.​ How can nations use space-based technology for peace and communication 
through transparent practices? 

5.​  How can the UN create a space for communication and observation that excludes 
loopholes for conventional weapons? 
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🚫 I did not use AI in this assignment 
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