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Chair: Hello delegates, my name is Sophie Moss, and I will be your head chair for this
committee. I am a Junior at Laguna Beach High School, and this will be my third year in MUN
and my third year chairing a committee at LBIMUN. In my free time I like going to the beach,
hiking with my dog, and spending time with my friends. MUN has taught me valuable skills such
as taking a more creative approach to solving problems and the ability to hear out both sides.
Feel free to email me if you have any questions! sophie.moss@Ilbusd.org

Vice Chair: Hi all! My name is Brighton Welch, and I am your co-chair for this committee. I am
18 years old and a junior at Laguna Beach High School. It is my 3rd year in MUN and my 2nd
time chairing a committee. In my free time, I enjoy creating art, exploring fashion, playing
sports, and spending time with friends. I joined MUN in my sophomore year to deepen my
understanding of the world in an intellectual setting. After taking a break, I realized how much I
miss it and how inspired I am by the incredible people involved. I can not wait to hear your
diverse perspectives and see how they shape our committee. Our Committee recognizes
sensitive topics, so if you have any questions or comments, feel free to email me anytime at
brighton.welch@]lbusd.org

Legal: Hello, delegates. My name is Max Osborne, and I will be your legal representative for
this committee. I am a sophomore at Laguna Beach High School and am 15 years old. This is my
first year in MUN, and it will be the first conference where I will be in a legal role. Outside of
my education, I enjoy playing basketball, spending time with friends, and working out at the
gym. My experience with MUN has been great since I have overcome my fear of public
speaking and gained skills in research and collaboration. Since the committee contains sensitive
topics, feel free to email me or the chairs. Good luck, and I look forward to meeting you all!
Maxwell.osborne@lbusd.org
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Publicizing the human rights of North Korean defectors is an essential issue because it
helps the international community understand what is happening inside the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea (DPRK). For 30 years, the United Nations has reported grave human rights
violations committed by the North Korean government, including forced labor, arbitrary arrests,
and torture. There were also numerous restrictions placed on fundamental freedoms, including
movement, speech, and access to outside information. Due to the government's strict control over
the country and its refusal to allow investigators inside, it is difficult for the world to obtain
accurate information about conditions in North Korea (Ochab, Ewelina, 2025).

Because of the lack of access to information, North Korean defectors play a tremendous
role in exposing the human rights abuses committed by the government. Defectors are
individuals who have escaped from the DPRK and later share their experiences with the world.
Many defectors describe harsh living conditions, widespread hunger and starvation, punishment
for criticizing the government, and fear of being sentenced to political prison camps. The UN has
used their testimonies to help document and organize ongoing violations and show that these
abuses are not freak incidents but part of a larger, organized system of repression.

Publicizing the experiences of defectors is also vital for maintaining international
awareness and accountability for other nations. Defectors have spoken through social media
platforms like YouTube and Instagram to share their stories and call for action. These testimonies
help ensure that human rights concerns are not ignored or overshadowed by other issues such as
nuclear warfare and regional security. By keeping international attention focused on human
rights, defectors help pressure governments and international organizations to continue
addressing the situation in the DPRK.

Another primary concern faced by defectors is the risk of forced reparation upon their
return to North Korea. Many of the refugees escape through the neighboring countries, where
they are often treated as illegal migrants rather than refugees. When defectors are forcibly
returned to the DPRK, they can face severe punishment, such as imprisonment, torture, or more
severe cases include execution (Ryall 2024). Publicizing these dangers
is essential to incentivizing countries to follow international laws that NORTH KOREAN DEFECTORS
protect refugees and prevent individuals from being sent back to places
where human rights laws will be broken against them.

In more recent years, the number of North Korean defectors has
decreased due to the increased amount of border security and stricter
controls by the DPRK government. (Wallach 2023) This has made it
even more crucial to preserve and share the existing testimonies and
data. The United Nations reports suggest that isolation has worsened

living conditions inside the country while also limiting the flow of
information to the outside world for the citizens of North Korea.
Without continued attention, human rights abuses are becoming hidden from an international
view.
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Altogether, publicizing the human rights of North Korean defectors is necessary to raise
awareness, support outside nations ' accountability, and protect vulnerable individuals. Since
independent investigations of North Korea remain practically impossible, the voices and
testimonies of defectors are one of the few tools available to the international community. By
listening to and learning from them, the United Nations and the DPRK member states can
continue working towards greater transparency, protection of human rights, and protection of
defectors after they migrate from the DPRK. Strong international cooperation and consistent
monitoring are essential to ensure these concerns lead to real actions rather than discussion, and
to reinforce long-term accountability across member states.

II. UN Involvement (Sophie):

Since the establishment of the UNHRC in 2014, the United Nations has collaborated with
various countries to raise awareness about the human rights situation in North Korea.

In 2015, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights established a field office in South
Korea to monitor and document human rights violations in the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea (DPRK), also known as North Korea. To date, approximately 24 reports have been
published, detailing potential crimes against humanity. The goal of this office is to persuade
governments and civil society to support victims and raise awareness about this situation.

To produce reports, the UN relies on testimonies from victims and witnesses of crimes
committed by the DPRK, as well as on satellite imagery and information from civil society
organizations, to ensure the accuracy of its reports.

A September 2025 report found that the human rights situation in North Korea has not
improved since 2014. This report found that the use of the death penalty is still increasing, as
well as more control over the media. During the meeting at which this report was presented, the
UN urged governments to support its monitoring efforts regarding the DPRK. They also urge
countries with diplomatic relations with North Korea not to let those relations interfere with
human rights or peace discussions.

While the DPRK has committed many crimes against humanity, it is difficult for the UN
to implement punishments. The North Korean government openly rejects all accusations of
wrongdoing and says that all the reports from the UN are propaganda. Since China is also a
member of the Security Council, it can veto Security Council actions, which tends to shift most
advocacy towards the General Assembly.

III.  Positions: (Brighton)
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A. Western: In the Western bloc, some countries like the United States don’t

necessarily provide a manageable way for North Korean defectors to integrate
into North America. Thus, North Koreans arrive with little to no knowledge about
handling bills, rent, and the lack of health insurance and services that most illegal
immigrants are expected to navigate through. However, Canada and the U.S. have
legally accepted North Koreans for resettlement. Canada introduced a private
sponsorship in 2021, providing extensive support for up to 12 months. However,
Europe has dealt with North Korea patrons with a mixed view, often asylum
denial. In many countries, such as the U.K., France, and Belgium, which reject
most asylum applications, this is largely because European governments often
encourage resettlement in countries like South Korea, despite integration
challenges.

. Eastern: It is known that the majority of the Eastern Bloc prevents refugees from
having any basic human rights and treats them extremely harshly with repeated
punishment. More specifically, Russia’s refugee policies have not granted
sympathy toward the North Korean defectors, and they often deport them and
send them back to North Korea, where they are punished and tortured by the
government.

. Latin: Latin hasn’t made any initial steps toward situating the defectors.
However, Countries like Costa Rica, Mexico, and other Central American
countries are usually more lenient with refugees who settle within their regions
through asylum packages and humanitarian visas. However, with more
regulations recently, they have become harder to obtain. Though the majority of
these countries maintain an open-door refugee policy.
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D. Pacific: There are a variety of procedures, and with North Koreans attempting to

escape to third-world South Asian countries. Since China is a mutual ally of North
Korea, China forcibly claims the defectors as illegal immigrants and sends them
back to North Korea. Since 2024, they have sent 406 North Koreans back to their
home country, putting them at high risk of ill-treatment, imprisonment, sexual
violence, forced labor, and possible execution. These actions may constitute a
violation of the national Human Rights law. Moreover, South Korea has accepted
North Korean defectors, automatically granting them citizenship. However, they
most likely have a tough time integrating because of a language barrier and
cultural differences, and they are given access to mental health resources,
education subsidies, and career counseling. These sources are primarily aimed at
children with little to no comprehension of Korean.

Muslim: The bloc it vary’s on specific treatment of defectors, specifically from
Muslim groups, and is assumed to be the same of North Korean Defectors. Within
their own countries, some specific muslim groups, who have defected, will most
likely hunt down the defectors. These individuals might experience extreme harsh
punishment and or possible execution by those groups themselves. This might be
the same case for North Koreans settling in these countries due to an unreliable
source of resettlement and safety. However, closer countries like India have strong
ties with South Korea and align with the opposition to North Korea’s actions.
Thus, it is speculated that India will allow for resettlement and rehabilitation.
African: Whilst African countries have taken steps to their own rehabilitation,
with terrorist groups occupying regions in Africa. However, Africa does promote
integration across many regions, but rehabilitation resources might be scarce due
to economic development factors and language barriers.

IV. Questions to consider (sophie):

1.
2.

How can defector protection be framed as humanitarian rather than political?
What can be developed to systematically collect, anonymize, and publish defector
testimonies?

What limits should exist on public criticism of states?

How can quiet diplomacy be prioritized over public reporting?
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5. How can UNHCR help manage defectors without creating security or resource
strain?
6.
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