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Chair: Hello! My name is Ivy Dabbs, and I will be your head chair for this committee. [ am a
sophomore at Laguna Beach High School, and this is my third year in MUN. Outside of MUN, I
am a student representative on the LBUSD school board as well as a goalie in lacrosse. I first
started MUN in eighth grade, and it helped me with public speaking and broadening my
perspective on global issues. Outside of school, I enjoy going to the beach, being in nature,
drawing, painting, and being with the people I love. So excited to meet you all and for a fantastic
committee! If you have any questions, email me at ivy.dabbs@lbusd.org. See you soon!

Vice Chair: Hello! My name is Nadia Dimler, and I will be serving as your Vice Chair for this
committee. I am a sophomore at LBHS and have been involved in Model United Nations for
several years, during which I have developed a strong interest in global economic development
and international cooperation. Through my experience in MUN, I have learned how the United
Nations works to address global challenges through collaboration and diplomacy. Outside of
Model United Nations, I enjoy spending time with my friends and being outdoors. I am excited
to meet all of you and look forward to helping make your experience at LBIMUN an engaging
and memorable one. If you have any questions about the committee, please feel free to reach out
at nadia.dimler@]lbusd.org.

Legal: Hello! My name is Charlie Miller, and I am a Junior at Laguna Beach High School. I will
be your legal for the committee. I have been in MUN for three years, and I have loved every part
of it. MUN has helped me feel much more comfortable speaking in front of larger crowds. After
a couple of years, I have developed better public speaking habits and expanded my knowledge of
how the United Nations works. I work as a beach lifeguard in Laguna Beach, and in my free
time, I enjoy fishing, boating, and spending time at the beach with my friends. I am thrilled to
meet you all and look forward to collaborating with you and hearing your ideas. If you have any
questions, feel free to reach out to me at charles.miller@lbusd.org
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Background(Ivy):

The Haitian Revolution began in 1791 when enslaved people in the French colony of
Saint-Domingue rose against brutal plantation rule. Led by figures such as Toussaint Louverture
and later Jean-Jacques Dessalines, the movement fought for freedom, equality, and independence
from France. After years of conflict, Haiti declared independence in 1804, becoming the first
Black republic and the first nation formed from a successful slave revolt. (Britannica) This was a
historic victory that inspired other freedom movements around the world. However, Haiti’s
independence also led to isolation, as many powerful nations feared the spread of similar revolts.
In addition, the revolution was economically devastating because many plantations were
destroyed during the conflict. As that was Haiti’s primary source of income, the country had to
rebuild from almost nothing.

Soon after independence, Haiti faced enormous pressure from France, which demanded
compensation for the loss of its colony and enslaved labor. In 1825, Haiti agreed to pay France
what became known as the “debt of independence”. The debt prevented the newly independent
state from being invaded and took 140 years to pay off. To pay for it, the government raised
heavy taxes and took out large foreign loans. This, alongside the price of war, took a massive toll
on the Haitian economy, leading to political instability. This prevented the country from
investing in education and infrastructure, leading to a lack of employment and few white collar
job opportunities. (UN. “How Haiti paid for its freedom — twice over”) (University of Oregon)
(abc News) (NPR) (Colleége De France) (New York Times)

In more recent years, Haiti has continued to struggle with political uncertainty, economic
hardship, and natural disasters. As of 2025, Haiti had an unemployment rate of 14.9%. (World
Bank Group “Unemployment, total (% of total labor force) (modeled ILO estimate”) Poverty
remains an extreme issue as almost 60% of Haitians live on less than US$3.65 per day. (World
Bank Group “Glimmers of hope as Haiti navigates its lingering crisis”’) Leadership crises,
corruption, and a lack of public trust in government have fueled unrest and weakened public
services. Armed groups have gained influence in some areas, and poverty remains widespread as
the country remains the poorest in the Western Hemisphere. Major earthquakes and hurricanes
have destroyed homes, roads, and hospitals, making recovery even more complicated.

An example of this is Hurricane Matthew killed
500 people and displaced 175,000 people in 2016.

Life expectancy at birth - region / global
The average number of years that a newborn could expect to live. Haiti, Furthermore, in 2021’ a7l2 magnitude earthquake
hit Haiti, resulting in the death of 2,246 people and
immense damage to the area. (World Bank Group
M “Glimmers of hope as Haiti navigates its lingering
. _— 714 crisis”) All of this has created a cycle in which
——— World . iqe ..
' instability limits progress, and the lack of progress
leads to further instability, which is why peace
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Today, Haitians face challenges receiving education, jobs, healthcare, and
security. Medical services in Haiti are limited, with insufficient supplies, power outages,
and a shortage of doctors. This situation is especially serious in rural areas where little to
no medical help is accessible. Life expectancy at birth in Haiti is significantly lower than
the world average. NGOs like Doctors Without Borders, Oxfam, and the Red Cross help
communities recover after disasters and provide basic services.

*image credit: World Health Organization

International organizations and regional partners have tried to support peace and
development efforts, but long-term change requires stable leadership and investment in
communities. Restoring peace in Haiti is not only about reducing violence, but it also
depends on improving living conditions, strengthening democratic institutions, and
expanding opportunities for young people so the country can build a more stable future.

I. UN Involvement (Nadia):

ECOSOC of the United Nations plays a leading role in organizing the international
process to restore order and stability in Haiti, focusing on the economic, social, and humanitarian
foundations of the crisis. ECOSOC does not focus solely on security; it also strives to create
better living conditions, alleviate poverty, and enhance governance, which are critical to the
long-term peace required. Economic recovery and development coordination is one of the key
fields where ECOSOC is useful. The ECOSOC supports job creation, infrastructure rebuilding,
and public-sector reform in Haiti through its agencies, such as the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP). These programs are supposed to reduce unemployment, boost the
economies of different localities, and empower state institutions to ensure that the government is
better positioned to deliver the necessary services to the people and inspire their faith in it.

ECOSOC is also the coordinator of humanitarian aid and social services to address the
current crisis in Haiti. The agencies that work under the guidance of ECOSOC include UNICEF,
the World Food Programme (WFP), and the World Health Organization (WHO) to address food
insecurity, inadequate healthcare, and limited access to education (United Nations). The
programs play a vital role in stabilizing the communities, particularly the rural and gang-infested
ones, where basic needs remain unmet, often leading to unrest.

Another important role ECOSOC plays is enhancing governance and institutional
capacity. ECOSOC assists in fostering political stability by encouraging sound economic,
anti-corruption, and inclusive development practices. ECOSOC-supported programs promote
cooperation among the Haitian government, civil society, and international donors to enhance
accountability and rebuild democratic institutions.
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ECOSOC also emphasizes sustainable development and resilience. Haiti's continued
vulnerability to natural disasters has continued to undermine economic growth, and therefore
ECOSOC supported efforts to focus on disaster preparedness, climate resilience, and sustainable
infrastructure. These align with the UN Sustainable Development Goals, especially SDG 1 (No
Poverty), SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth), and SDG 16 (Peace, Justice, and Strong
Institutions).

ECOSOC focuses on the underlying factors of instability in Haiti by providing
humanitarian assistance, supporting governance reform, and sustainable development planning.
It goes beyond quick-fix security solutions that rely on reducing poverty, easy access to
opportunities, and re-establishing institutions that will bring long-term stability and peace to
Haiti.

II.  Positions/Blocs(Charlie):

A. Western:
The Western blocs have played a large role in Haiti’s restoration efforts through
humanitarian aid, development assistance, and institutional support. Western
nations, primarily the United States, Canada, and members of the European
Union, have contributed billions of dollars toward disaster relief, as well as to
events such as the 2010 earthquake and the 2021 earthquake. These efforts have
included infrastructure rebuilding, healthcare assistance, food security programs,
and support for democratic governance. International financial institutions
strongly influenced by Western states, including the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), have also been involved in Haiti’s economic
recovery through loans, debt relief initiatives, and structural reform programs.
While Western involvement has brought critical resources, it has also faced
criticism for inefficiencies, lack of coordination, and insufficient engagement with
local Haitian institutions.

B. Eastern:
The Eastern bloc has approached Haiti’s restoration primarily through diplomatic
engagement, development partnerships, and multilateral cooperation. Countries
such as China and Russia have contributed humanitarian assistance, medical aid,
and infrastructure support, often through United Nations—led initiatives. China, in
particular, has supported development projects focused on public health,
agriculture, and disaster response in the Caribbean region, including Haiti.
Eastern states tend to emphasize state sovereignty and non-interference,
advocating for Haitian-led reconstruction rather than externally imposed political
solutions. Within ECOSOC, Eastern nations frequently stress the importance of
long-term economic development, South—South cooperation, which is a way of
spreading resources, knowledge, and technology between developing countries,
and reducing Haiti’s dependency on external aid.
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C. Latin American:
Latin American countries have been deeply involved in Haiti’s stabilization and
restoration due to geographic proximity, shared regional interests, and historical
ties. Nations such as Brazil, Chile, Argentina, and Mexico have provided
humanitarian aid, technical assistance, and peacekeeping support, most notably
through past UN missions. Many Latin American states emphasize regional
solidarity and capacity-building, advocating for solutions that strengthen Haitian
institutions, public services, and economic resilience. These countries often
support development strategies focused on poverty reduction, employment,
education, and healthcare, while also addressing migration pressures that affect
the wider region.

D. Pacific:
Pacific nations generally engage with Haiti’s restoration through multilateral
frameworks rather than direct bilateral involvement. These countries often support
ECOSOC-led initiatives that prioritize sustainable development, disaster risk
reduction, and climate resilience—issues that resonate strongly with Pacific states
due to their own vulnerability to natural disasters. Pacific nations advocate for
inclusive development models, emphasizing community-based recovery,
long-term sustainability, and international cooperation. Within ECOSOC, they
often support coordinated UN responses to ensure the effectiveness and
accountability of aid in Haiti’s rebuilding process.

E. Muslim:
Muslim-majority nations have contributed significantly to Haiti’s restoration
through humanitarian aid, charitable organizations, and development assistance,
which is often coordinated by the United Nations and international NGOs.
Countries such as Turkey, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia have provided emergency
relief, food aid, medical assistance, and funding for reconstruction projects. Many
Muslim states frame their support around humanitarian principles and
international solidarity, emphasizing poverty alleviation and social welfare.
However, limited resources and competing regional priorities have constrained
the scale of long-term engagement. Within ECOSOC, these nations often support
increased international cooperation and equitable development strategies for
Haiti.

F. African:
The African bloc views Haiti’s restoration through a lens of historical solidarity,
shared experiences with colonialism, and development challenges. Several
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African nations have expressed diplomatic and moral support for Haiti,
recognizing its symbolic role as the first Black republic. African states often
advocate within ECOSOC for development-centered approaches that address
systemic poverty, economic inequality, and institutional fragility. While direct
financial contributions may be limited, African countries emphasize South—South
cooperation, capacity-building, and inclusive growth as essential components of
Haiti’s long-term recovery. They also support international efforts that respect
Haitian sovereignty and promote sustainable development rather than short-term
intervention.
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Questions to consider: Ivy Dabbs

How does Haiti’s high unemployment and underemployment affect political stability and
social unrest?

To what extent does lack of access to education and vocational training contribute to
poverty and limited job opportunities?

How do infrastructure challenges, such as poor roads, electricity, and water access,
impact economic growth and public services?

How has political corruption and weak governance contributed to instability and limited
government effectiveness?

What strategies could balance immediate humanitarian aid with long-term
institution-building and economic development?

How can Haiti strengthen its resilience to natural disasters while also addressing
economic and political challenges?
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